
Coffee and Conversation 

May 7th OPERATING MILLAGE 

April 2019 

Important Dates: 

3/25—3/29 

 Spring Break 

 No School 

4/4: Coffee and 

Conversation 

8am in library 

4/5: End of 3rd 

Quarter 

4/16: Half day for 

students 

4/19: No School 

5/2: Coffee and 

Conversation 

“Our Future Begins Now!” 

B I G  B A Y  D E  N O C  S C H O O L  

Please call the main    

office or visit:  
 

www.bigbayschool.com 

  

for more detailed 

dates and the most  

up-to-date             

information and  

Teachers and Technology 

In another effort to increase two-way communication with our               

community, we would like to invite all of you to "Big Bay de Noc School     

Coffee and Conversation".  This is an informal get-together where you can sit with 

school staff, board members, and administration, talk about what is happening at 

Big Bay de Noc School, and share your concerns and ideas.  We will have coffee 

ready for you on both April 4th and May 2nd at 8:00am in our school 

library.  Come on out for some good coffee and great conversation!  

Every ten years, schools across Michigan are required to put their operating 

millage before voters. This operating millage allows the school districts to levy 18 

mills on non-homestead properties in the district. Big Bay de Noc School’s 

operating millage will come up for renewal at the May 7, 2019 election.  

THIS IS NOT A TAX INCREASE!  

The 18 mills is only levied on non-homestead property, which means your 

primary residence and adjacent property is exempt.  Land designated as farmland 

is also exempt. The tax levy only affects camps, cottages, hunting property, 

recreational property, etc. that isn’t farmland or part of one’s principle 

residence. We encourage you to get out and vote on May 7th, and we appreciate 

After much anticipation, as some of our students 

have waited an entire year for this trip, the 

2nd and 3rd Grade classes of Ms. Dalgord and 

Mrs. Gascon were finally able to enjoy a day 

filled with sunshine and snowshoeing at the 

Picture Rocks National Lakeshore Educational 

Pavilion. This grant-funded event sponsored by 

the National Forest Service, unfortunately had 

been postponed countless times the past two 

years due to winter weather. The students 

participated in discussions to grow appreciation 

for our National Parks and Great Lakes, 

activities that demonstrated animal survival tactics, and a snowshoeing trek—an 

adventure that turned out to be a first for many of our participants. This event 

2nd and 3rd Grade Snow Shoe Field Trip 

On our half day on March 12th, our Big Bay de Noc 

Staff joined Mrs. Paulson to learn about how 

technology can positively impact student learning 

and assist teacher productivity. Staff learned about 

how “Plickers” can be used to change the way we 

conduct assessments and how coding can be paired 

with assignments in ELA, Science, Social Studies 

and even mathematics to promote problem solving 



“Our Future Begins Now!” 

B I G  B A Y  D E  N O C  S C H O O L  
April 2019 

Bear Bots Competition 

2nd Grade Dog Sledding Field Trip  

On March 15th and 16th 

the Big Bay de Noc Bear 

Bots spent the weekend in 

Kingsford competing in 

their first of two qualifying 

events. They joined 39 

other teams from all 

around Michigan spanning 

from Rochester Hills to 

L’anse, and Grand Rapids to Sault Ste Marie. Teams 

gathered at the Kingsford High School and competed 

Friday and Saturday through more than 80 matches. The 

energy and excitement of the event fueled the students 

and mentors through the many hours of competition. At 

the end of the tournament, our team had ranked 26th out 

of 40.  We were quite pleased with how they did 

considering the obstacles that had been faced.  The Bear 

Bots had to overcome difficulties with mechanical 

issues and design plans not working as they hoped. 

They demonstrated the ability to adapt, attack 

unforeseen problems, and the ability to 

adjust their                 strategy on the fly 

in matches.  The                            team 

will be making some                                 

modifications to their robot in 

BIG BAY DE NOC SCHOOL 
8928 OO.25 Road 

Cooks, MI 49817 

Phone: 906-644-2773 

Fax: 906-644-2615 

Ms. Dalgord's 2nd Grade class 

made the trek to Nature's 

Kennel in McMillan for the 

annual dog sledding adventure! 

The students and parents were 

able to visit with the dogs, learn 

a little about the sport, and 

"mush" along on their very own 

ride!  It was a great time for 

students and chaperones alike! 

On Friday, Heather and Bob Pederson joined us in the 

gym with our Kindergarten through 9th grade classes to 

honor those students participating in four or more youth 

basketball sessions. These students received a t-shirt 

and a black bear water bottle! A very special thanks to 

Bob and Heather who head this initiative as well as the 

community volunteers who assist on Saturday morning 

sessions and who coach our travel teams! 

Youth Basketball 

English 12 Virtual Field Trips 

Peninsula Federal Credit Union Classroom 
On March 18th, Peninsula Federal Credit Union employees 

visited the third, fourth and fifth grade classes to talk about 

different aspects of currency. They discussed the topics of 

the cost of making bills, the circulation of bills, what money 

is made of, and the locations of 

where it is made. The third grade 

class participated in one activity in 

which the students tried to figure 

out whether or not a ten dollar bill 

was counterfeit. In addition to this 

activity, they also learned that a $1 

bill stays in circulation for about 6 years and a $100 bill 

stays in circulation for about 13-15 years. It was a great 

presentation that ended with a sweet Sayklly’s treat 

compliments of the Credit Union! We want to extend a big 

thank you to Peninsula Federal Credit Union and their staff 

Students in English 12 are going on a trip – at least a 

virtual one. The seniors are in the process of researching 

and writing their travelogue research projects. Each 

student choses a state to 

visit. The students then used 

their knowledge of the 

research process to find 

information about their 

states, flight information to 

their destinations, and hotel 

information for their stays. 

While on vacation, the 

students needed to “visit” a 

minimum of ten attractions 

and eat in five unique restaurants. Again, research was 

done about each of the choices. Working within a set 

budget, the students are using their researched 

information to write journal entries, with parenthetical 

citations, for their seven-day trips. Pictures of their trip, 

daily itineraries, their budgets and a works cited page will 


